EDITOR'S NOTE ON SYLVESTER’S THEOREMS FOR 
DETERMINANTS IN THIS VOLUME. 


In Sylvester's paper No. 37, p. 241 above, beside the errors noticed by Sylvester himself, 
pp. 251 and 401 of this volume, the substitution of b 6177 Og, for ag, ap, in line 22 of p. 244 
and the substitution of g Uy, for Bg, +++ bo, in line 8 of p. 245, there is the more fundamental 
error that in formula (2), p. 244, and the formula at the foot of p. 247 the suffixes of the b’s 


should be k... k, and l... l., and the suffixes of the a’s should be @,...0, and ¢,...¢,. It may be 
a convenience to the reader to have at hand another view of Sylvester’s three main theorems on 


determinants in this volume (pp. 247, 253, 249). 


1. A matrix of type (m, n) is an object of calculation depending on mn numbers which we 
suppose arranged as a rectangle of m rows and n columns. By the product (a) (b) of two matrices 
(a), (b) of respective types (n,, m), (m, n) is meant the matrix of type (n,, na) which has for its 
(p, q)th element, that is the q-th element of its p-th row, the number 


where app, brg are respectively the (p, r)th and (r, q)th elements of (a) and (b). 


If i denote a particular one of the () possible selections of r numbers from 1, 2, ..., n,, say 


i... ip, and j denote a particular one of the (2) possible selections of s numbers from 1, 2, ..., ng, 


say j,...js, We may pick out from the product matrix (a) (b) a minor matrix of r rows and s 
columns consisting of the elements of this common to the rows i ...i, and the columns j,...j,; 
this is clearly given by 

((a) (b) p= ia +++ lim bij, ++ bijs \ = (0): (0), 


ssssesesssso EE seseeesecooo 


sssssssessse 


where (a); is the matrix of type (r, m) constituted by the i-rows of (a), and (b)/ the matrix of 
type (m, s) constituted by the j-columns of (b). When s=r this matrix is square and, if k denotes 
a selection of r numbers from 1, 2, ..., m, its determinant is given by 


IO) ®))is|=2 Ia) || Oe 


where |(a)*|, which we may denote by |(a),|, denotes the determinant of the minor of (a) 
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formed with its i-rows and its k-columns, and |(b)| or | (b),;| denotes the determinant of the 
minor formed with the k-rows and the j-columns of (b), and the summation extends to the 


possible 7 significations of k. Similarly if (a), (b), (c) be matrices of respective types (n,, n), 
(n, m), (m, ng), the minor with the rows i and the columns j of the product matrix (a) (b) (c) of 


type (nı, na) is given by ; 
( (a) (b) (c) j= ( (a) (b) )g (c)? = (a); (b) (c), 


and when s=r, its determinant is 
| (Ca) (b) (e) des | =a ((a) (b) Vil | (Deg | 
= ZE |(a)al | ngl | (Ces! 
where k is as before and h denotes a selection of r numbers from 1, 2, ..., n, the summation 


extending to the (") es, possible significations of k, h. 


2. Hence the theorem of Sylvester on the minor determinants of linearly equivalent quadratic 
functions, pp. 244, 247 above. For if by the substitution 
Ly = My Yate FM anY ne -+1 Tn =hmi Yi t + than Yas 
the quadratic form a,,2,?+...+2a,.2,%)+... become by, y;?7+...+2bj.¥,Yg+..., we at once find 


n 
bp = È bsp (da Maqt vee taghta t eee + sn lna)» 


so that the matrix of the new form is given by 


(b)=(#) (a) (u), 
where apq, Hpg» Hap, bpa are the (p, q)th elements respectively of the matrices (a), (u), (x), (b), 
which are all of type (n, n). Supposing the numbers n,, n, m, n, of § 1 all equal to n, the 
determinant of the (i, j)th minor of order r in (b) is 


pa | (Hin! | (nel | (Hea l 
or tes | (@)ax | | (u) nil | (eg! 


this being the result which in the notation of Sylvester would be written 
Ss (i; Ap, ++ a) (i Bh +++ Php a Hkg +++ ms) 
hk a, i eee aky Fi pe vos Mip i Kis see My, 


the first row giving the rows used to form any minor determinant. It will be noticed that the 
columns of the matrix (u) which come into consideration are those of the same enumeration as 
the rows and columns of the minor of the matrix (b) which is to be expressed; this is contrary to 
Sylvester’s formula of p. 247 above. 


3. When the product of two square matrices (a), (b), each of type (n, n), is the so-called 
unit matrix, in which every element is zero save those in the diagonal which are each unity, the 
matrices are called inverse; and we have (a) (b)=1=(b)(a). Denoting by a;; the determinant of 
a minor matrix of type (r, r) formed with rows 7,...7, and columns j, ...j, from (a), and by a'ij 


the determinant of the complementary matrix of type (n—7, n-r), we have, if A=] (a) |, w= (ti: 
by Laplace’s rule for the expansion of a determinant 

Oj) Ajit.. +i, Aju =A, or, 0, 
according as i=j or i+j. Thus the two matrices of type (x, u), in which the (i, j)th element of 


the first is a;;, and the (i, j)th element of the second is 2 , are inverse to one another, so that 


(@) (5) = (4) @=(5) @=@ (4) = 


we have 
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where the bar above the symbol for a matrix indicates the transposed matrix differing from the 
original in having its first, second, ... rows those respectively which were the first, second, ... 
columns of the original. From this equation it is easy to prove that the determinant of the 


matrix (a) is the a th power of A. If (b) be inverse to (a), and f,; be the determinant of type 


(r, r) formed from (b) as was a,; from (a), it follows by considering (see § 1) the determinant of 
the product of the matrix (a); of type (7, n) formed by the i-rows of (a) and the matrix (b)/ of type 
(n, r) formed by the j-columns of (b), that Y 


Air Bijt Qia Boj +... + ai, Buj=1, or, 0, 
according as i=j or i+j; hence the matrices (a) and (8) are inverse; and thus, by the above 
a'ii 
b= , 


or in words, any minor determinant of the inverse of a given matrix is equal to the comple- 
mentary determinant formed from the transposed of the original matrix divided by the deter- 
minant of the original matrix. In particular this gives the elements of the inverse matrix 
expressed by minors of the original. 


If (a), (b) be any two matrices of type (n, n) we can form a matrix of type (n, n) by replacing 
the i-th selection of r rows in (a), by the j-th selection of r rows of (b); this matrix being called 
(a, b);j and its determinant |a, b|;;, we have, by Laplace’s rule 


|a, b lij= a'n Bat a'ia Bjat -Hain Bin 3 


hence the matrix, of type (u, u), of which the (i, j)th element is a , is given by 


(“H = (4) 


thus, by means of (8) (§)=1 (5) Gh) dl, EN 
(Se) (Fe) =(4) G) 
(22. ($) 


are inverse ; this is Sylvester’s theorem p, 253 above. 


and the matrices 


We remark, using 1 for the unit matrix, the relations, where (c) is of type (n, n), 
Ja, 1] =a’, |1, a] p= aye, (a, blij (Cc) = (ae, be)ij, 


of which the last gives, if (b), =(a)~1, be inverse to (a), 
(at, 1);; (a)=(1, a)ij, and hence Py=# : 
as proved above. 

4. Let n>r>m, and (a) be of type (n, n). A fixed minor M,, of type (m, m) from (a) 
determines a complementary minor of type (n-m, n-m), say M,_.,. From the n-m numbers, 
SAY Pı ... Py—m» enumerating the rows of M,_,,, make a selection 8}... 0,—m, and from the numbers, 
SAY qı... n-m, enumerating the columns of M -m make a selection ¢,...¢,—,; then form a 
minor M, of (a), of type (r,r), whose rows are enumerated by those of Mm together with 0,... 0, 
and columns by those of M,, together with ¢,... p-m; let the rows and columns of (a) not now 
enumerated be given respectively by 0,’ ... @’,_,» and ¢,' ... @’n-»3 let (b) be inverse to (a). Then 
the determinant of M, is equal to the determinant formed from (b) with the rows @,'... 0’,_, and 
the columns ¢,’... ¢’,-,, multiplied by A. Now suppose 4,...4,,, to become in turn all the 
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nafs possible selections from py... Pn-m» and similarly ¢,...$,~m all from qı ... n-m; the 
determinants M, so obtained form a matrix H of Hesa rows and columns, which is in fact a 


minor of the previously considered matrix (a). We wish to determine the determinant of this 
matrix H. Now the determinants (0,' ... O'n-rs Pr --- $’n—r) Of (b), complementary in indices to 
the matrices M,, are minors of the matrix (p; ... Pn-m> % --- In—m) Of (b), and the matrix of order 


¢ i 4, formed from them has therefore for its determinant A,*, where A, is the determinant of 


this matrix (p; ... Pn-m» Gi --- In-m) of (b), and A= bak 9 3 ; hence, as A,=4; where A is the 


determinant of the fixed matrix Mm of (a), the determinant H, of order (frm) , of the minors 


M, of (a), is equal to 
A\A ju _ Argo 
(3) A™=A*A 


where u= A oe Bad tas . And this is Sylvester’s theorem, p. 249 above. 
r—m r-m-1 
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